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GCSE French Exam Overview
LISTENING 25%

Foundation
35 mins (5 mins reading at the start)
Section A – answer in English
Section B – answer in French
Out of 40 marks

Higher
45 mins (5 mins reading at the start)
Section A – answer in English
Section B – answer in French
Out of 50 marks

SPEAKING 25%

In May with teacher. Out of 60 marks.

Foundation
Role Play
Photo card + questions
Conversation on 2 themes
(notes allowed for role play and photo 
card only)
Prep time – 10 mins
Exam length – 7 to 9 mins

Higher
Role Play
Photo card + questions
Conversation on 2 themes
(notes allowed for role play and photo 
card only)
Prep time – 10 mins
Exam length – 10 to 12 mins

READING 25%

Foundation
45 mins
Section A – answer in English
Section B – answer in French
Section C - Translation into English
Out of 60 marks

Higher
1 hour
Section A – answer in English
Section B – answer in French
Section C - Translation into English
Out of 60 marks

WRITING 25%

Foundation
1 hour
4 questions-
Photo card, 40 words, translation into 
French, 90 words.
Out of 50 marks

Higher
1 hour 15 mins
3 questions-
90 words, 150 words and translation 
into French
Out of 60 marks
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Tips for the exam tasks

WRITING

Foundation-
You have 4 questions! (CHOICE on 4!)
Start with question 4 (16 marks)
Answer ALL the bullet points!
Mind your time frames!!
OPINION+ JUSTIFICATION 
Do a prep sheet for question 4.
Higher-
You have 3 questions! (CHOICE on 1 
and 2!)
Start with question 2 (32 marks)
Answer ALL the bullet points!
Do a prep sheet for questions 1 and 2
Translation-
Read the WHOLE sentence / 
paragraph before you start! Mind 
time frames, word order, word 
endings, find other ways to say 
something! Read your work.

SPEAKING

Take your time.
Do not be scared to pause.
Check pronunciation rules.
“Pouvez-vous répétez s’il vous plait?”
Ask me at least one question in the 
conversation. 
Mind your time frames.
Know your question words
OPINION + JUSTIFICATION ALWAYS

LISTENING AND READING

Don’t get stuck (reading)
Time for translation – 15 mins (reading)
Answer ALL the questions
OWN your paper (especially in 5 mins 
reading time for the listening)
Glass half full!
Read the questions!!! Really read them!!
Know your question words
Know your negatives
Mind the traps (false friends, tricky 
words, time frames, contrast). Do not 
jump to conclusions too fast!!!
Taboo game!

Translation (reading)-
Read the WHOLE paragraph before you 
start! Mind false friends, word order, 
time frames, synonyms. Read your work.
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Tools to prepare yourself

WRITING

Knowledge organisers
Core Language
Star phrases
Speaking booklet
Pyramid (long sentences)
Prep sheet 90 words
Prep sheet 150 words
Photo card scaffolding (foundation)
Improve your opinions – synonyms
Tenses

What to do with them??
Flash cards
Post its
Brain dumps
Practise 90 or 150 words questions 
with prep sheets.
Practise photo descriptions 
(foundation)

SPEAKING

Knowledge organisers
Core language
Star phrases
Role play video on youtube
Role play modelling in this booklet
Photo card scaffolding
Pronunciation rules
Improve your opinions- synonyms
Question words in French

What to do?
Practise photo descriptions and role 
plays. 
Record yourself
Record teacher
White board technique for 
conversation.
Practise in pairs.

LISTENING AND READING

Knowledge organisers
False friends
Tricky words
Tricky verbs
Key adjectives – opposites
Negatives
Question words

What to do with them?
Flash cards
Post its
Brain dumps
Practise Quizlet lists

4



Moi, mes amis et ma 
famille – Me, My friends 
and my family
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Les passe-temps – 
Past-times
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Les magasins et les 
fêtes
Shops and Festivals
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Où j’habite – Local 
Area
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Les vacances - 
Holidays
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Ma vie au collège – 
My Life at School
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Les métiers et les ambitions– Jobs, Career Choices and 
Ambitions
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Un oeil sur le monde – World, Social and Environmental 
Issues
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French GCSE Foundation
Core Language

VERB INFINITIVES

1-ETRE = to be 9- MANGER = to eat
2- AVOIR = to have 10- BOIRE = to drink
3- FAIRE = to do 11- TRAVAILLER = to work
4- ALLER = to go 12- HABITER = to live
5- JOUER = to play 13- VISITER = to visit
6- REGARDER = to watch 14- SORTIR = to go out
7- ECOUTER = to listen 15- PRENDRE = to take
8- AIMER = to like 16- ACHETER = to buy

PRESENT TENSE VERBS WITH “JE”

1- je suis = I am 9- je mange = I eat
2- j’ai = I have 10- je bois = I drink
3- Je fais = I do 11- je travaille= I work
4- je vais = I go 12- j’habite = I live
5- je joue = I play 13- je visite = I visit
6- je regarde = I watch 14- je sors = I go out
7- j’écoute = I listen 15- je prends = I take
8- j’aime = I like 16- j’achète = I buy

PAST TENSE VERBS WITH “JE”

1- j’étais = I was 9- j’ai mangé = I ate
2- j’avais = I had 10 – j’ai bu = I drank
3- j’ai fait = I did 11- j’ai travaillé = I worked
4- je suis allé(e) = I went12- J’ai habité = I lived
5- j’ai joué = I played 13- j’ai visité = I visited
6- j’ai regardé = I watched 14- je suis sorti(e) = I went out
7- j’ai écouté = I listened15- j’ai pris = I took
8- j’ai aimé  = I liked 16- j’ai acheté = I bought

FUTURE TENSE VERBS WITH “JE”

1- je serai = I will be     9- je vais manger = I will eat
2- j’aurai = I will have     10- je vais boire = I will drink
3- je vais faire = I will do     11- je vais travailler = I will work
4- je vais aller = I will go     12- je vais habiter = I will live
5- je vais jouer = I will play     13- je vais visiter = I will visit
6- je vais regarder = I will watch     14- je vais sortir = I will go out
7- je vais écouter = I will listen     15- je vais prendre = I will take
8- je vais  aimer = I will like     16- je vais acheter = I will buy

OTHER VERY IMPORTANT PHRASES

1- je peux +inf = I can 10- qui = who
2- je veux +inf = I want 11- où = where
3- je voudrais / j’aimerais 12- dans = in
 = I would like 13- devant = in front of
4- on peut = we can 14- derrière = behind
5- on doit / il faut = you have to  15- ne….pas = not
6- depuis = for / since                    16 – ne……plus = not anymore 
7- il y a = there is                            17- ne…. Jamais = never
8- plus…. que = more…. than
9- moins que = less…. than

TIME MARKERS
PAST
1- hier = yesterday
2- l’année dernière = last year
3- la semaine dernière = last week
4- le mois dernier = last month
5- avant = before
6- Il y a 3 ans = 3 years ago
FUTURE
1- demain = tomorrow
2- l’année prochaine = next year
3- la semaine prochaine = next year

OPINIONS

1- à mon avis / selon moi = in my opinion
2- je pense que / je trouve que = I think that
3- c’est = it is
4- c’était = it was
5- ce sera = it will be
6- parce-que / car=
because

CONNECTIVES AND INTENSIFIERS

1- d’abord = first 9- même si = even if
2- puis / ensuite = then 10- par contre = on the other 
3- enfin = finally       hand
4- et = and / ou = or
5- mais = but
6- cependant = however
7- si = if
8- quand = when

1- Aujourd’hui = today
2- maintenant = now
3- quelquefois = sometimes
4- tous les jours = everyday
5- une fois par semaine = 
once a week
6- toujours = always
7- souvent = often
8- l’été = summer
9- l’automne = autumn
10- l’hiver = winter
11- le printemps = spring
12- soir = evening
13- matin = morning
14 – d’habitude = usually

génial / chouette = great
Intéressant = interesting
marrant / drôle = fun
ennuyeux / barbant = boring
pénible = annoying
nul / horrible = rubbish

1- trop = too
2- très = very
3- assez = quite
4- un peu = a little
5- vraiment = really
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French GCSE Higher
Star Phrases!

IMPERFECT

1- je faisais = I used to do
2- nous faisions  = we used to do
3- je jouais = I used to play
4- nous jouions = we used to play
5- j’allais = I used to go
6- nous allions = we used to go
7- je regardais = I used to watch
8- nous regardions = we used to watch

CONDITIONAL

1- j’aurais = I would have
2- je serais = I would be
3- je ferais = I would do
4- nous ferions = we would do
5- je jouerais = I would play
6- je regarderais = I would watch
7- nous regarderions = we would watch
8- j’écouterais = I would listen

FUTURE

1- j’aurai = I will have
2- je serai = I will be
3- je ferai = I will do
4- nous ferons = we will do
5- je jouerai = I will play
6- je regarderai = I will watch
7- nous regarderons = we will watch
8- j’écouterai = I will listen

EXPRESSIONS WITH MULTIPLE VERBS

1- après avoir (+ fait / regardé/ joué/ visité/ écouté etc) = after (+doing / 
watching / playing / visiting / listening etc)
2- après être allé(s) = after going
3- j’espère pouvoir (+ aller / regarder / jouer etc) = I hope I will be able to (+go / 
watch / play etc)
4- j’aurais dû (+ aller / regarder / jouer etc) = I should have (+ gone / watched / 
played etc)
5- j’aurais voulu (+ aller / regarder / jouer etc) = I would have liked to (+go / 
watch/ play etc)
6- j’ai toujours rêvé de (+ aller / regarder / jouer etc) = I have always wanted to 
(go / watch / play etc)

SUBJUNCTIVE

1- il faut que je fasse = I have to do
2- il faut que je sois = I have to be
3- bien que ce soit = although it is
4- il est possible que ce soit (vrai) = it’s possible that it is (true)

EXPRESSIONS THAT MAKE YOU SOUND GREAT 
(IDIOMS)!

1- c’est un perte de temps = it’s a waste of time
2- quel dommage = what a shame
3- quel gaspillage = what a waste
4- quelle honte = how shameful
5- c’est le pied = it’s awesome
6- ce n’est pas grave = it’s not a big deal
7- j’en ai marre de (+ inf) = I’m fed up of…
8- ça vaut le coup = it is worth it
9- cela n’a pas de sens = it doesn’t make sense
10- j’ai envie de (+inf) = I feel like (+ -ing)
11- ca m’est égal = I don’t mind
12- j’ai horreur de (+inF) = I really hate..
13- ca me donne envie de (+inf) = it makes me want 
to ….
14- au lieu de (+inf), on devrait (+inf) = instead of
 (-ing) , we should …
15- il faut regarder le bon côté des choses = we have 
to look at the bright side

OPINION – SYNONYMS!
1- génial = épatant, extra, top, sensass, formidable, splendide, 
merveilleux, inoubliable
2- intéressant = captivant, fascinant
3- nul = épouvantable, lamentable, affreux, horrible, 
désastreux
4- ennuyeux = barbant, monotone, razoir
5- stupide = ridicule, idiot, bête
6- pénible = agaçant, casse-pieds, énervant
7- triste => déprimant

Use It!
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False friends!
NOUNS

FRANCAIS                     ANGLAIS
La monnaie                   change
La journée                     the day
Le bras                            the arm
La figure                         the face   
Le corps                          the body
La course                        the race
Le pain                             the bread
Les chips                          crisps
L’addition                        the bill
La location                      the hire 
Le chef                             the boss
Les magasins                   shops
L’hotel de ville            the town hall
La libraire                   the book shop
Les affaires                     business
La chance                           luck
la formation                    training
L’humeur                         the mood
L’essence                           petrol

ADJECTIVES

FRANCAIS                     ANGLAIS
ancien (before noun)            former
gentil                                     nice/ kind
Sensible                                 sensitive
Gratuit                                    free
Sale                                          dirty
Fort                                         strong
Grave                                      serious

VERBS

FRANCAIS                     ANGLAIS
Rester                                      to stay
Attendre                                  to wait
Assister                                    to attend
Loger                                        to stay
Supporter                                to bear
Blesser                                     to injure
Travailler                                  to work
Quitter                                      to leave
Demander                               to ask
Commander                             to order

ATTENTION!
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Key adjectives!
Learn them with 

opposites!!
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Key adjectives!
Learn them with 

opposites!!
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Negatives

Question Words
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Tricky words and verbs!

1- par contre
2- sans
3- sauf
4- dans l’avenir
5- pendant
6- à cause de
7- malgré
8- comme
9- presque
10- toujours
11- la plupart
12- même si
13- depuis
14- déjà
15- partout
16- jusqu’à
17- y compris
18- surtout 
19- grâce à
20- vers/ environ

= on the other hand
= without
=  except
= in the future
= during
= because of
= Despite
= as (like)
= almost
= always
= most of
= even if
= since / for
= already
= everywhere
= until
= including
= especially
= thanks to
= around
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Sur la photo on peut voir       personnes qui sont                                                  . ( Elles sont en 
train de + infinitive.) 

A l’arrière plan, on peut apercevoir

Au premier plan, il y a une personne qui a les cheveux  et qui porte …………………….

Il / elle a l’air  (et elle est en train de +infinitive)

Cette personne semble…….  

dehors. (+ météo)
dans la rue.
dans une école.
dans une maison.
dans un bureau.

un paysage (avec…)
des bâtiments.
un mur (avec….)
des gens.

heureux(se)

malheureux(se)
occupé(e)

1

2

3

4

PHOTO CARD SCAFFOLDING
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Careful!! NOT a question!!  Ex – “I booked a table for 8 o clock”

Ex- “for 2 people”

BECAUSE…..”it’s my birthday” for ex

Unexpected question from teacher!! Try and think about what it could be. Spot the 
question word + pay attention to TIME FRAME!!!

 ? = question to ask teacher. Very often, you can use- “Il y a….?”

Most of the time…
Use the bullet point 
to phrase your 
script!!

Je peux 
vous 

aider?

Je 
voudrais/ 
j’aimerais

…

s’il vous 
plait

Pouvez-vo
us 

répéter?

Je peux 
+inf

Je veux + 
inf
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Je suis allée 
au cinéma

La semaine dernière, je 
suis allée au cinéma  

La semaine dernière, je suis 
allée au cinéma avec mes 

amis

La semaine dernière je suis allée au cinéma 
avec mes amis, c’était très amusant

La semaine dernière, je suis allée au cinema avec 
mes amis, c’était très amusant mais je préfère 

aller au parc

La semaine dernière, je suis allée au cinema avec mes amis , 
c’était très amusant mais je préfère aller au parc car je pense 

que c’est chouette!

Make longer sentences in 
the writing and speaking!!

Follow that pyramid model! What happens / happened / will happen

 + time marker

+ who with

+ opinion

+ contrast

+ justification

HIGHER -*Contrast = par 
contre,  cependant, tandis 
que….
*Include another person
*Include another tense in the 
contrast!
* Add elaborate opinion 
expressions “je trouve que”…
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J’aime parce-que je pense que super
génial

intéressant drôle ennuyeux

formidable                       barbant                         marrant                                 je crois que                     épatant

        j’apprécie                    car                  captivant                      merveilleux                        monotone               lamentable

je suis fan de              je trouve que             razoir                 en effet                      top                      inoubliable

fascinant                       sensass                            affreux                    splendide            épouvantable                …me plait  

nul

IMPROVE YOUR OPINIONS! SYNONYMS
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 5 is a magic number!!! Prep. Sheet writing - 90 word question. 

5 verbs in the past, present and near future 5 connectives / contrast expressions

5 GOOD opinion adjectives
5 time markers (past / present / future)

5 GOOD topic vocabulary / phrases

25



 Prep. Sheet writing – 150 word question (higher)

CROISSANT

Connectives / contrast =

Reasons  = 

Other people = 

Intensifiers = 

Star phrases = 

Subordinate clauses =

Adjectives (opinions) =

Negatives =

Time phrases = 

Past Present N. Future Future Imperfect Conditional

1

2

3

4

5

TOPIC VOCAB
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Common written mistakes!!
Jamie l’Anglais Je regardé la télé 

(past)
J’ai allé en Espagne 
(past)

Je suis douze ans Je préféré le 
chocolat (present)

Dans mon collage, 
il y a 

C’est très 
interestant

Je vais joué (near 
future)

Je déteste allé 
(present)

On peut fait du 
shopping

Je porte une robe 
bleu

J’ai achete un pull 
(past)

C’est chouette 
(past)

C’est marrant 
(future)

Je faisé du rugby 
(imperfect)

Je vais au 
supermarché 
(future)

Ma mère est 
marrant

Le restauraunt baucoup Nous avons manger 
(past)
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PRESENT

Describes what 
usually HAPPENS or 
what IS HAPPENING

PAST (perfect)

Describes what 
HAPPENED

NEAR FUTURE

Describes  what IS 
GOING TO happen

FUTURE

Describes what 
WILL happen

IMPERFECT

Describes what 
USED TO happen or 

what WAS 
HAPPENING

CONDITIONAL

Describes what 
WOULD happen

What do our tenses express??28



How to form them….

near
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ROLE PLAY 1 F ROLE PLAY 2 F

30



ROLE PLAY 3 H ROLE PLAY 4 H
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PHOTO CARD 1
Foundation

PHOTO CARD 2
Foundation
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PHOTO CARD 3
Higher

PHOTO CARD 4
Higher
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