Harrow Way
Curriculum Vision
March 2021

As we fulfil our vision as a school, to develop aspirational young people to thrive
in a changing world, our curriculum needs to also be aspirational. As a Senior
Leadership Team, we came up with the following about what an ‘excellent’
curriculum looks like at Harrow Way.

Harrow Way

Community School
Learning for life, success for all

The Harrow Way Curriculum
Our curriculum should:

Why is this important?

1

Encourage a love of learning and be
delivered by staff who are passionate
about the topics they teach.

Students and staff who are passionate about learning will
lead to better outcomes.

2

Give all students an opportunity to study
a breadth of subjects.

Subject diversity is important to give our students a
breadth of knowledge and experience. This should be
inclusive and offer the same opportunity for all.

3

Within individual subjects focus on the
depth of learning that is relevant to our
community and our students.

Less can often be more. Subject areas should think
carefully about what depth means in their subject and
how this can be achieved by choosing topics that are
relevant to our cohort.

4

Prepare our students for GCSE and the
wider world BUT not be driven by the
demands of GCSE.

Whilst success at GCSE is important, if we use GCSE
content and assessment from Year 7 this will be boring
and repetitive. There is no need to do this.

5

Be underpinned by knowledge-rich
learning that builds with each term
and year.

Knowing more and remembering more is the key to
success. Our curriculum should be knowledge-rich and
staff must have the expectation that core knowledge
is remembered.

6

Be ambitious in terms of content,
concepts, and vocabulary, building on the
excellent work in KS2.

KS2 has become far more ambitious. We need to build on
this and challenge our students. Our students need to have
their cultural capital built through our curriculum to allow
them to succeed.

7

Be mapped out explicitly so that
knowledge is transparent for staff,
students and parents.

Our curriculum should be fully mapped out so that staff can
build knowledge, students know where they are headed and
parents can support us.

8

Allow for key concepts, themes or areas of
knowledge to be revisited but not
repeated.

Revisiting key areas is crucial to allow students to build their
learning. However, this should not be a case of repeating
the same content as this is not challenging our students.

9

Allow for natural links across subjects to
be made.

Subjects can support each other with learning, for example,
the geography team can be supported by knowledge in
science. These links need to be natural and not forced for
their success.

10

Be flexible and staff need to understand
that it will never be finished.

Our curriculum needs to be flexible so that it can be
responsive to events. Additionally, the curriculum should be
constantly evaluated and tweaked to lead to better
outcomes for our students.

2

Harrow Way Curriculum Vision
At Harrow Way, we offer a broad and balanced
curriculum (see graphic below), allowing students
to develop a passion for learning across a wide
variety subjects. Our aim is to provide an excellent
education for all our students; an education which
brings out the best in all of them and prepares them
for success in life.
Our curriculum is designed to provide children with
the core knowledge they need for success in education
and later life, to maximise their cognitive development,
to develop the whole person and the talents of the
individual and to allow all children to become active
and economically self-sufficient citizens. By drawing on
the best that’s been thought, said and done in each
subject, we hope that our curriculum enables children
to appreciate and participate in the full richness of the
human experience.
The curriculum is progressive in quality and quantity
across the years and key stages, and mapped in
precise detail. This ensures consistency and a shared
understanding of high learning expectations.

Our vision at Harrow Way is to deliver a knowledgerich curriculum that is cohesive, cumulative and highly
sequenced. It is academic, rigorous and challenging,
and designed with long-term memory in mind;
students’ knowledge, skills and understanding are
cemented by frequent and systematic revisiting.
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English
7 lessons

English
7 lessons

Maths

7 lessons

Science
5 lessons

Science
7 lessons

History
3 lessons

History
3 lessons

Transition Curriculum

Maths

7 lessons

Maths

Maths

8 lessons

8 lessons

Science

Science

8/9 lessons

9 lessons

History

Triple
Science
or other

3 lessons

KS3 National Curriculum

Continued Literacy and Numeracy Support

English
8 lessons

English

8/9 lessons

5 lessons

Geography
3 lessons

Geography
3 lessons

Geography
3 lessons

History or
Geography
5 lessons

Art

3 lessons

Design

2 lessons

Technology
Catering

KS3 National Curriculum
MFL

French or
Spanish
3 lessons

Art

Design

Technology
Catering
2 lessons

Path 2 3 and 4

3 x 3 lessons

Drama
Dance
Music

3x2 lessons

Drama
Music

2 x 2 lessons

Art Catering Computing DT
Dance Drama Health and Fitness
Health and Social Care ICT Media Music
Philosophy/RE Photography

Pathways

2 lessons

KS3 National Curriculum

MFL

French or
Spanish
4 lessons

Path 1

French
Spanish
other
3 lessons

KS4 Options

Option 3 and 4

2 x 5 lessons

Art Catering Computing DT Dance Drama French
Health and Fitness Health and Social Care ICT Media
Music Philosophy/RE Photography Spanish Statistics

ICT

Computing

2 lessons

ICT

Computing

2 lessons

Personal
Development
(PD)
PSHE/RSE
Citizenship
Careers
3 lessons

Personal
Development
(PD)

PSHE/RSE
Citizenship
Careers

3 lessons

2 lessons

Personal
Development (PD)

1 lesson

Personal
Development (PD)

RE

2 lessons

RE

2 lessons

RE

1 lesson

4 lessons

CORE PE

4 lessons

CORE PE

4 lessons

CORE PE

4 lessons

CORE PE

Harrow Way Curriculum Map
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