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Here are just a few ideas of 
the great books you might like 
to read before moving on to 
secondary school.

Many of these books will be  
available in your new school 
library or you can borrow 
them, free of charge, from  
your local public library.

For information about your 
nearest public library, go to:

www.hants.gov.uk/library

or phone 0300 555 1387

Moving On
Great books to read
before secondary school

Cover image from What Not To Do If You Turn Invisible
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RUNDELL, KATHERINE 
The Explorer 
Four children endeavour to survive 
after the light aircraft they were aboard 
crashes in the heart of the Amazon 
jungle in this fast paced adventure 
story. 

SHELTON, DAVE 
Good Dog Bad Dog: The Golden Bone 
Kirk Bergman and Duncan McBoo are 
pedigree police: the finest canine cops in 
all Muttropolis. And they're never short 
of work. A graphic novel with plenty of 
humour.  

WELFORD, ROSS 
What Not To Do If You Turn Invisible 
Ethel discovers that she has become 
invisible after trying out a cure for acne. 
It's fun at first, being invisible, but what 
happens when the invisibility fails to 
wear off? 

WILLIAMSON, LARA 
Just Call Me Spaghetti-Hoop Boy 
Adam decides to cheer up his mum 
by becoming a spaghetti hoop eating 
superhero. However not everything goes 
according to plan! 

WILSON, A J
A Girl Called Owl 
Owl has had to cope with having an 
unusual name. However she soon learns 
that she is the daughter of Jack Frost 
so life becomes a lot more interesting 
in this glittering story of frost and 
friendship.



BARLOW, STEVE 
Robin Hood 
You are Robin Hood, outlaw of Sherwood 
Forest. The Sheriff of Nottingham has 
captured Maid Marian. You'll need all your 
skills to rescue her and stay out of prison, 
in this title in the interactive I HERO 
Legends series.

BEACHAM, JANINE 
Rubies and Runaways  
Rose and her butler friends investigate a 
kidnapping and murder at an orphanage. 
It all becomes much more complicated 
than it seems at first. Can they solve the 
mystery in time?   

BEASLEY, ANDREW 
The Mummy's Revenge  
A Victorian crime-fighting duo, Billy Flint 
and Charley Steel - top secret investigators 
for S.C.R.E.A.M. (Supernatural Crimes, 
Rescues, Emergencies And Mysteries) 
travel  to Edinburgh in the first book of this 
thrilling series.   

BELL, ALEX 
The Polar Bear Explorers' Club  
Join Stella Starflake Pearl and her three 
fellow explorers as they trek across the 
snowy ice lands and come face-to-face 
with frost fairies, snow queens, outlaw 
hideouts, unicorns, pygmy dinosaurs and 
carnivorous cabbages!  

CARROLL, EMMA 
Letters from the Lighthouse 
Olive is evacuated to Cornwall where she 
discovers a community with lots of secrets.  
Is she resourceful enough to finally uncover 
the truth?   

COHEN, SHARON 
The Starman and Me  
Kofi finds a prehistoric man with special 
powers on a supermarket roundabout and 
with the help of his best friend, Janie,  
must protect him from the scientists who 
are looking for him. Great fun.  
 

COOKE, TAMSIN 
Stunt Double  
Finn becomes a stunt double. However he 
finds his life is in danger when the stunts 
he is doing for a film become progressively 
more dangerous.  

CROSS, GILLIAN 
Film Crew  
It's Art Camp Week and Lara's class is off 
for an adventure in a big house in the 
middle of the woods. Can she and her 
friends save the day when the class project 
falls flat?   

HOENA, BLAKE 
Surviving Mount Everest  
In this choose-your-own adventure story, 
will you be able to survive and reach the 
top of Mount Everest? You are in charge of 
your own destiny.   

HUCKERBY, MARK 
Defender of the Realm  
Two young people with two very different 
lives are about to get caught up in a 
centuries-long battle for the fate of a 
nation. Monsters and criminals, villains and 
dragons, together Hayley and Alfie must 
protect their home at all costs.  

IRVING, ELLIE 
The Matilda Effect  
Matilda travels with her gran to stop a 
rival claiming a prize for science. On their 
way to Sweden they encounter a famous 
film star, a circus, and a wanted diamond 
thief.   

LEWIS, GILL 
Sky Dancer  
Joe has always loved the moorlands 
above his home: the wildness, the 
freedom, the peace. When this is 
threatened he has a choice to make, and 
a huge secret to keep.  

MCKAY, HILARY 
Binny Bewitched  
Binny's life never seems to go according 
to plan. Binny's new neighbour is a 
witch and strange things have started 
happening to the Cornwallis family. 
Wonderfully endearing characters and 
plenty of fun.   

PALMER, TOM 
Pitch Invasion  
Seth is haunted by horrific visions 
surrounding an Iron Age hill fort when he 
and his mother visit Cornwall. A spine-
tingling spooky adventure with a sporty 
twist.   

PRIESTLEY, CHRIS 
Curse of the Werewolf Boy 
Something weird is happening at Maudlin 
Towers. But when somebody steals the 
School Spoon and the teachers threaten to 
cancel the Christmas holidays our heroes 
must spring into action and solve the 
crime!  
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